A HISTORY OF POLAND
however doomed to defeat. The Diet was surrounded
by Russian troops, but with a leader capable of inspiring
courage and confidence the deputies would have resisted
to the utmost. " They want to send us to Siberia !"
exclaimed one speaker. " Let them do so, the threat has
no terrors for us. You, sire, conduct us, if it must be so,
into Siberia. Let us go from here, where we are menaced,
into those melancholy wastes. There, at least, our virtues
will cover with confusion those who conspire our ruin."
And at this a large number of members took up the cry
" Let us go to Siberia !" But Stanislaw was ingloriously
aware of the uselessness of further resistance, and after
many eloquent but ineffectual protests, the Diet, by
a majority of 61 to 23, appointed a Committee to treat
with Russia. On July 23, 1793, the treaty with that
Power was accordingly signed, surrendering the provinces
already seized by her. It was approved by the Diet, on
2nd September, " under compulsion."
In the meantime Prussia pressed very earnestly for the
appointment of a similar committee, and the Diet
appealed once more to the generosity of Catherine.
The answer was an instruction to appoint a committee,
but was worded in such terms that the Diet felt en-
couraged to persist in its contumacy. It sent a message
to Frederick William asking him whether, as a man of
honour, he did not feel himself bound by his treaty of
1790; if so, let him at once withdraw his troops.
Catherine watched the predicament of Prussia with her
habitual malicious humour, and allowed the difference
in the Polish attitude to both Powers to be emphasized
for the benefit of an attentive Europe. At last, however,
when the Poles were showing signs of too marked
independence, she interfered brusquely on behalf of her
partner in brigandage. Sievers received his instructions,
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